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LP GRADE 4: MODULE 2B: UNIT 3 
EXPEDITIONARY Show the Rule’ Example Lesson Sequence: 


LEARNING Writing with Capital Letters 


Long-Term Target Addressed (Based on NYSP12 ELA CCLS) 


I can use conventions to send a clear message to my reader. (L.4.2) 


Supporting Learning Targets Ongoing Assessment 


¢ Ican explain when words should be capitalized. ¢ Show the Rule™ journal writing 


¢ Ican use the capitalization rules to improve my writing. 
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GRADE 4: MODULE 2B: UNIT 3 
Show the Rule’ Example Lesson Sequence: 
Writing with Capital Letters 


1. Opening Lesson (Day 1) 
A. Introducing the Rule (10 minutes) 
B. Defining the Rule (15 minutes) 

2. Work Time (Days 2-4) 


A. Show the Rule™ Journal Writing (15 minutes 
per day) 


3. Closing Lesson and Assessment (Day 5) 
A. Self-Assessment and Sharing (10 minutes) 
B. Anchor Chart (5 minutes) 

4. Homework (as needed) 


A. If you need additional time to work on your 
Show the Rule™ writing, take your Show the 
Rule™ journal home. 


¢ The purpose of this lesson is to Show the Rule™! and introduce a specific grammatical 
rule or convention of English rule/CCLS Language Standard through a piece of literature 
or informational text. Students are actively listening or looking (on an overhead or 
interactive white board) for the rule as it is used in the text, while you read aloud to the 
whole group. Through this process, the class begins to define (with guidance) that 
particular rule and generate the definition. 


This process uses higher-order thinking skills; shows the application of the rule in rich, 
authentic literature; and asks students to immediately transfer the rule into their own 
creative piece of writing. 


This lesson sequence is an example and model for teachers. Collaborate with colleagues 
to develop similar lessons for the other specific subcomponents of CCLS L.3.1, 2, and 3. 


In this lesson, the class creates two anchor charts: one for the specific rule they are 
working on this week (in this case, capitalization), and a second general Show the Rule”™ 
anchor chart that will serve as a running list of all the rules the class learns about over 
time. Throughout the week, keep the Capitalization Rules anchor chart up for students to 
reference (until the closing lesson and assessment). At the end of the week, record the 
rule of focus for the week on the more general Show the Rule™ anchor chart. Then, you 
may choose to take down the Capitalization Rules anchor chart or to keep it to post as 
needed (for example, when students are editing their writing). Keep the more general 
Show the Rule™ anchor chart posted regularly in the classroom, so it serves as a 
cumulative list of all the rules students have learned and practiced. 


e When you are deciding on a piece of text to use when introducing a rule, it should be one 
that includes very clear and obvious rules. If the rule is not clear, it will confuse the 
students. 


¢ When you are selecting a text for subsequent Show the Rule™ lessons, be sure that it is 
firmly integrated with the content you are teaching and is one that students have worked 
with before. It is important that students have a clear understanding of the text before 
they begin to look closely at how conventions are used in the piece to send a clear 
message to the reader. 


' Used by permission, Eloise Ginty, Vermont Writing Collaborative. For more information and resources, go to www.vermontwritingcollaborative.org 
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LP. GRADE 4: MODULE 2B: UNIT 3 
EXPEDITIONARY Show the Rule’ Example Lesson Sequence: 
LEARNING Writing with Capital Letters 


¢ Before conducting this series of lessons with students, be sure they have read and 
understand the article “Award-Winning Survival Skills” by Lea Winerman. They read this 
article in Unit 1 and should be familiar with its content and vocabulary. 
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GRADE 4: MODULE 2B: UNIT 3 
Show the Rule’ Example Lesson Sequence: 
Writing with Capital Letters 


e At the end of this lesson sequence, be sure that all students understand that once they 
have done a Show the Rule™ piece, they are responsible for using that rule correctly in all 
of their writing. 


¢ In advance: 


Select magazines for students to cut out pictures from to inspire their writing. Another 
option is to pre-cut pictures to decrease the time required of students. 


Prepare a Show the Rule™ journal by getting a composition book or notebook for each 
student to use for his or her Show the Rule™ writing. Small, lined composition books 
work well. 


Review: Language Standard L.4.2 a. 


Copy and cut up the sentence strips. Each sentence strip should contain a sentence 
from "Award-Winning Survival Skills" that uses capitalization. Also see the teacher 
reference version of the article, which contains capitalized words that are highlighted 
for you. 


Lasean Vocabulary peter SSCs 


capital 


Show the Rule™ journal (one per student; see Teaching Notes) 


Sentence strips (one strip per student; sentences may repeat) 


Document camera 


“Award-Winning Survival Skills” by Lea Winerman (from Unit 1; one for display) 


“Award-Winning Survival Skills” by Lea Winerman (capital letters highlighted; for teacher reference) 


Capitalization Rules anchor chart (new; teacher-created; see Teaching Notes) 


Magazines (enough for all students to cut up) 


Glue sticks (one per student) 


Highlighters (optional; one per student) 


Show the Rule™ rubric (for teacher reference) 


NYS Common Core ELA Curriculum + G4:M2B:U3 Show the Rule * December 2013 * 4 


LP. GRADE 4: MODULE 2B: UNIT 3 
EXPEDITIONARY Show the Rule’ Example Lesson Sequence: 
LEARNING Writing with Capital Letters 


¢ Show the Rule™ anchor chart (new; teacher-created; see Teaching Notes) 
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EXPEDITIONARY Show the Rule’ Example Lesson Sequence: 
LEARNING Writing with Capital Letters 
Opening Lesson (Day 1) Meeting Students’ Needs 
A. Introducing the Rule (10 minutes) ¢ It might be helpful for some 
¢ Write the following sentences on the board: students to look at the 
- The panda bear eats shoots and leaves. highlighted words before the 


lesson to gain a sense of the 


- The panda bear eats, shoots, and leaves. ee 


¢ Ask: 
* “How is the meaning of each of these two sentences different?” 


* “As a reader, what helps us figure out the differences?” 


Explain to students that in order for people to understand your writing (which is the whole purpose of 
writing!), you must follow certain rules. 


Share the long-term learning target with students: 


* T can use conventions to send a clear message to the reader. 


Underline “conventions” and explain that this term means the rules for written and spoken language. Give 
students some examples that will be familiar to them (e.g., sentences begin with a capital letter and end 
with a period). Ask students: 


* “Why is it important for writers to follow language rules while writing?” 


¢ Listen for students to explain that it helps the reader understand what the writer wants to Say. 


Distribute a Show the Rule™ journal to each class member. Tell students that beginning today and 
continuing throughout the year, they will be rereading familiar texts and looking at specific rules of written 
language, practicing using the rule in their own writing, then recording the rule on an anchor chart so they 
can remember to use it in future writing. 


¢ Share the two supporting learning targets and explain that they will be the focus of students’ work over the 
next week: 


* “T can explain when words should be capitalized.” 


* “T can use the capitalization rules to improve my writing.” 


Explain that today the class will be learning about a rule called capitalization. After looking carefully at the 
capital letters in sentences from the “Award-Winning Survival Skills” article (which students read in Unit 
1), they will try to figure out what the capitalization rule is and how capitals are used in sentences. 
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1p GRADE 4: MODULE 2B: UNIT 3 
EXPEDITIONARY Show the Rule’ Example Lesson Sequence: 
LEARNING Writing with Capital Letters 
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LP GRADE 4: MODULE 2B: UNIT 3 
EXPEDITIONARY Show the Rule’ Example Lesson Sequence: 
LEARNING Writing with Capital Letters 


Opening Lesson (Day 1, continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 


¢ Distribute the sentence strips and ask students to share some of the sentences and underlined words on 
their strips with the class. Write a few of the words on the board that are capitalized for different reasons 
(i.e. proper nouns and beginning of a sentence). Ask: 


* What do these underlined words have in common? 


Students should notice that all the words are capitalized. Explain that the underlined words are 
capitalized, but not all for the same reasons. Go on to explain that in lower grades, they have learned some 
rules about when to capitalize words, and now they are ready to learn some more advanced rules of 
capitalization. 


e Using a document camera, display a clean copy of the “Award-Winning Survival Skills” article. Ask 
students to get out their own copies of this article to read along silently as you read to them. Tell students 
that they are to be detectives and find the capitalized letters as you read the article aloud. When students 
see a Capitalized letter, they should raise their hands and you will select a student up to highlight the 
capital letter in the article. 


¢ Read page 1 of the article aloud while the students listen and follow along. 


B. Defining the Rule (15 minutes) ¢ For some students, it might be 
* As students notice and highlight capital letters, ask the class for observations on the highlighted word in helpful to have the capitalized 
the sentence: words written in a larger type 


size on index cards. A card can 


be put down in front of the 
* “What rule could go with the highlighted words/capital letters?” students as the teacher reads it 


* “What is the ‘job’ of a capital letter? “ 


* As a whole group, invite students to begin to define the rule. Guide the discussion, drawing the language of aloud for emphasis. 
the rule from the ideas the students are presenting and record it to create an anchor chart for the rule. 


¢ By the end of the discussion, the group should generate a Capitalization Rules anchor chart similar to 
the one below: 


We capitalize the first letter of a word when the word is: 
- the first word of a sentence 
- a proper noun 


- amajor word in a title 
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LP. GRADE 4: MODULE 2B: UNIT 3 
EXPEDITIONARY Show the Rule’ Example Lesson Sequence: 
LEARNING Writing with Capital Letters 


- the first word in a sentence that is a direct quote 


- an abbreviation for proper nouns such as countries and states 
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1D GRADE 4: MODULE 2B: UNIT 3 


EXPEDITIONARY Show the Rule’ Example Lesson Sequence: 
LEARNING Writing with Capital Letters 
Work Time (Days 2-4) Meeting Students’ Needs 
A. Show the Rule™ Journal Writing (15 minutes per day) ¢ Consider setting a timer so that 
* Distribute magazines and glue sticks. Encourage students to choose pictures that they find interesting, the browsing and cutting time 
cut them out, and glue them into their Show the Rule™ journals. They will use these pictures to inspire is limited. Be ae students 
ideas for their own creative writing pieces. spend most of their time 


writing. 


With the new rule in mind (capitalization), invite students to write (on their own or as partner writing) a 
creative piece using the rule as much as possible throughout the piece. This reinforces the newly acquired 
knowledge and provides evidence of the depth of knowledge. 


e When students are finished with their writing, ask them to use their highlighters to “show the rule” 
throughout the piece. (If highlighters are unavailable, students can simply underline each instance of the 
rule.) 
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EXPEDITIONARY Show the Rule’ Example Lesson Sequence: 
LEARNING Writing with Capital Letters 
Closing Lesson and Assessment (Day 5) Meeting Students’ Needs 
A. Self-Assessment and Sharing (10 minutes) ¢ Use an example of student 
¢ Review the Show the Rule™ rubric with students. Practice using the rubric to analyze models (teacher- writing to analyze and assess 
created or student-generated, perhaps from another class, that have been typed up with names removed). with the whole group, 
This will help students to understand what each part of the rubric means. discussing the strengths and 


areas that could be improved 
using the language from the 
rubric. It is helpful to analyze 
both a strong piece anda 
weaker piece. 


¢ Invite students to self-assess their work using the rubric. 


¢ At the end of the week, you may want to provide time for students to share their stories in pairs or small 
groups. 


¢ Going through this exercise 
throughout the year with 
students who have strong 
pieces of work further clarifies 
the criteria on the rubric and 
inspires students to experiment 
with others’ strategies. 


¢ If you are using this rubric to 
record a grade for students’ 
work, consider weighting the 
grade toward the rule focus for 
the week. Additionally, the 
criteria for “creativity” should 
be defined as a class. It is not 
meant to be part of a grade, 
but rather as a way to motivate 
students to have fun as they 
write. 
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LP GRADE 4: MODULE 2B: UNIT 3 
EXPEDITIONARY Show the Rule’ Example Lesson Sequence: 
LEARNING Writing with Capital Letters 


Closing Lesson and Assessment (Day 5, continued) 


Meeting Students’ Needs 


B. Anchor Chart (5 minutes) ¢ It is a good idea to review the 
¢ Post chart paper to begin the broader Show the Rule™ anchor chart. Tell students this chart will serve rules on the rule chart 
as an ongoing reference for all the rules they are learning. Add a class-generated definition and example regularly. 
for the capitalization rule that is a short-hand version of the following: * At any time, you can assign a 
- Capitalize the first letter of a word when the word is: the first word of a sentence, proper nouns, major quick check for sentences 
words in titles, or the first word in a sentence that is a direct quote, even if the direct quote comes in the showing a particular rule. This 
middle of a sentence. will remind students of the rule 


and give practice in the skill. 
For example, ask students to 
write one sentence that 
contains proper nouns 
correctly capitalized. When 
they are done, they can share 


- Example: “The girl who lived in Connecticut called out to her friend Margaret, “Where are you going 
after school?” 


Explain that once a rule has been added to the chart, everyone is accountable for following it in all written 
work. Students are cumulatively accountable for all of the rules on the chart in all of their writing across 
the curriculum. Be sure to emphasize this with students each time a rule is added. 


¢ Consider using a different color marker each time you record a new rule on the anchor chart. This will help their sentence with a partner. 
students locate specific rules as the list grows. You may also wish to create a visual for each rule. Circulate to observe students’ 

¢ Consider reviewing the anchor chart in advance of other assigned writing tasks and during the editing work and ask a couple of 
process after students have finished drafting their work. students who have a good 


example to share out with the 
whole group. 


¢ If you need additional time to work on your Show the Rule™ writing, take your Show the Rule™ journal 
home. 
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1p GRADE 4: MODULE 2B: UNIT 3: SHOW THE RULE 
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LEARNING 


Sentence Strips 


Teacher Directions: Copy and cut apart so that each student has one sentence. 


It’s a dog-eat-dog world out there- not to mention a snake- 
eat-lizard world. 


To survive and reproduce, every creature must avoid 
becoming another predator’s meal. 


than you? 


Animals use some positively award-worthy strategies 
called defenses. 


“An animal’s defenses are all that stand between being 
alive and being eaten,” says biologist Tom Tregenza at the 
University of Leeds in the UK. 


The newly discovered mimic octopus, for example, fools 
marauders by impersonating an entire cast of less 
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Sentence Strips (continued) 


The flexible three-banded armadillo rolls itself into a ball 
as impenetrable as an armored truck. 


How did such an audacious array of animal defenses 
evolve in the first place? 


“In any large population there will be some variation,” 
says biologist Ralph Turingan at the Florida Institute of 
Technology. 


Members of a species develop slightly different traits 
(physical characteristics): One armadillo might possess 
more flexible armor than another. 


If an individual is lucky enough to possess a trait that 
saves it from being devoured, the animal may live long 
enough to reproduce and pass the trait on to its offspring. 


NYS Common Core ELA Curriculum «+ 
G4:M2B:U3 Show the Rule * December 2013 + 16 


1B GRADE 4: MODULE 2B: UNIT 3: SHOW THE RULE 
EXPEDITIONARY 
LEARNING 


Sentence Strips (continued) 


“Eventually, that trait will become dominant in future 
generations,” Turingan says. 


In a nutshell, life forms best suited to their environment 
survive over the long haul. 
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ARMADILLO: ©MARK PAYNE GILL /NATUREPL.COM 


Award-Winning Survival Skills 
(Capital Letters Highlighted; for Teacher Reference) 


ANIMAL DEFENSES/ADAPTATIONS @Uisanvhlailhi 


Sans Syne 


J 
A i 


It's a dog-eat-dog world out there—not to mention 
a snake-eat-lizard world. To survive and reproduce, every 
creature must avoid becoming another predator's meal. But how 
to elude a hungry hunter who's bigger or faster than you? 

Animals use some positively award-worthy strat- 
egies called defenses. “An animal's defenses are all 
that stand between being alive and being eaten,” 

A says biologist Tom Tregenza at the University of Wee. 
Leeds in the f The newly discovered mimic octopus, for example, fools marauders Yass 
by impersonating an entire cast of less tempting prey. The flexible three-banded 
armadillo rolls itself up into a ball as impenetrable as an armored truck. 

How did such an audacious array of animal defenses evolve in the first place? “In any large population 
there will be some variation,” says biologist Ralph Turingan at the Florida Institute of Technology. Members 
of a species develop slightly different traits (physical characteristics): One armadillo might possess more 
flexible armor than another. If an individual is lucky enough to possess a trait that saves it fram being 
devoured, the animal may live long enough to reproduce and pass the trait on to its offspring. Eventually 
that trait will become dominant in future generations,” Turingan says. The theory is called natural selection 
Ina nutshell, life forms best suited to their environment survive over the long haul. 


To learn more about some of nature's award-winning defenses, read on... 
by Lea Winerman 


BEST SPECIAL EFFECT 
The three-banded armadillo 


PRIZE FACT 
Three-banded armadillos 

> sport supreme design: They 

use hinged bands to roll 

==) themselves up into a ball. 


ote to 
Hollywood 
special- 
effects 
1. creators: If 
you need to devise ingen- 
ious strategies for heroes to 
protect themselves against 
bloodthirsty attackers, take 
inspiration from the three- 
banded armadillo. While all 
armadillos sport leathery 
armored shells to fend off predators 
like ravenous wildcats, “three- 
banded armadillos are the 
only ones that curl themselves 
into completely enclosed 
balls,” says Southwest 
Missouri State University biol- 
ogy professor Lynn Robbins. 
SCIENCE worRLD 9 
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GRADE 4: MODULE 2B: UNIT 3: SHOW THE RULE 


EXPEDITIONARY 
LEARNING 
Show the Rule~ Rubric 

4 3 2 1 Points 

Clear Rule is used Rule is used | Rule is used Rule is used 

Understandin | often and some, but often, but little and 

g of the Rule | correctly correctly sometimes often 
through out throughout incorrectly incorrectly 
writing 

Creativity Highly Evidence of | Some creative | Plain and 
creative creative aspects: It is simple: It 
writing: It is idea(s): Itis | somewhat makes sense 
very engaging | engaging to | engaging to but doesn’t 
to read. I wish | read. I read. engage the 
it wouldn’t enjoyed it. reader. 
end. 

Neatness and | Work is very Work is quite | Work is a Work is very 

Layout neat and has neat: It is little sloppy: sloppy: It is 
an excellent readable but | Itis hard to 
layout: It is could be a bit | sometimes read. 
easy to read. neater. hard to read. 

Punctuation | No Just one or Some Many 

and Spelling | punctuation two punctuation punctuation 
and spelling punctuation | and spelling and spelling 
errors and/or errors errors 

spelling 
errors 


TOTAL 
POINTS 
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